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Random Selection Methodological Details

In the previous academic year (AY 2020-21), 109 schools applied for funding from which 31
were awarded based on a structured random draw. Rather than ask for all schools to re-apply
again on this cycle (AY 2021-22), we will proceed to randomly draw from the pool of 78 schools
that applied for funding last year and were not awarded funding. The details of this planned draw
are:

1. Limited grant funding for the 2021-22 school year to provide the Jumpstart ACT prep
will be made available for approximately 4,500 Mississippi Juniors.

2. Applications were then collected from 109 Mississippi High Schools representing 13,702
juniors in the previous academic year. 78 unselected schools representing approximately
9,601 Juniors remained in the pool and will be available for this year’s draw.

3. Among these 78 schools, 20 were removed based on low reporting of pretest information
during the previous application round (<5%), which makes it too challenging to
methodologically research the effectiveness of the prep program.

4. Moving forward with the remaining set of 58 eligible schools, representing
approximately 7,356 students, the state was divided into six (6) geographical zones to
ensure a diverse school selection geographically (see attached territories). At least 2
schools would be in the selection group from each territory in an effort to distribute the
resource to as many campuses as possible.

5. Schools were also divided into performance groups based on junior class 2019 ACT
composite results to ensure a diverse school selection based on academic strength.
Accordingly, a minimum of 2 schools from each academic tier must be included.

‘A’ = at or above state composite average of 18

‘B’ = 1 point or less lower than state composite average of 18

‘C’ = between 1 and 2 points lower than state composite average of 18

‘D’ = between 2 and 3 points lower than state composite average of 18

‘F’ = 3 points or more below state composite average of 18

9. From this pool, a school was given a base rate selection probability of 40%.
10. A weighting of 20% was added to schools that had applied the 3 years prior, but had not

received the grant.
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11. A weighting of 20% was added to schools that have never received Jumpstart prep in any
form.

12. A weighting of 20% was added to schools with high pre-test reporting rates (>=20%) on
the previous application round.

13. The draw must generate a minimum of 4,400 students and a maximum of 4,600 students.
14. Draws will be conducted until a draw that satisfies all above conditions is pulled.

Random Selection Draw Results

Excel was used to generate random draws with the “randbetween” function and then to check the
validity of each individual draw based on all of the above-described conditions. The ninth
random draw produced a result satisfying all above conditions. A screenshot of the result is
pasted below:

In summary, the resulting draw will provide Jumpstart Test prep for 39 Mississippi public
schools representing approximately 4,537 juniors.

The selected schools include:
● Amory



● Bay Springs
● Belmont
● Callaway
● Charleston
● Choctaw County
● Enterprise Attendance
● Eupora
● Falkner
● Franklin County
● Gentry
● Greene County
● Hernando
● Independence
● Lafayette
● Lake
● Louisville
● Lumberton
● Mt. Olive Attendance
● Nanih Waiya
● New Hope
● Netwon
● Northeast Jones
● Noxubee County
● O’Bannon
● Oak Grove
● Pearl River Central
● Philadelphia
● Picayune Memorial
● Pontotoc
● Purvis
● Raleigh
● Scott Central
● Sebastopol Attendance
● Seminary Attendance
● South Panola
● Thomas E. Edwards
● Tremont Attendance
● West Bolivar

In terms of geographic territory coverage, the breakdown is as follows:
● Territory 1 = 8 schools
● Territory 2 = 6 schools
● Territory 3 = 12 schools
● Territory 4 = 2 schools
● Territory 5 = 2 schools
● Territory 6 = 9 schools



By academic strength, school breakdowns are:
● A rating = 14 schools
● B rating = 8 schools
● C rating = 7 schools
● D rating = 4 schools
● F rating = 6 schools

The formula view of the excel sheet in which the draws were done is pasted below as well:


